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RSC BRIEFING 13 October 128

NIDDLE ZAMT

I. In Lebamon Shihab still after formula which will satisfy modera i
Christians and Boslems snd bring militamts on both sides to droy

violeat pressure tactics.

A,

C.

Wkile rank and file weary of struggle, still stroag feelim: among
Nosleus that any cospromise with pro-Chamoun forges will nEn
giving up "victory.”

Former rebel leaders like Karams find thowselves caught by thir
own past militant stands; Karame apparently was ready o wmke
way for a meutrsl careisker cabinet last week, Lut was compilled
by threats from his supporters to refuse to resign.

On Christian side, Chamoun is wost Intransigent olement.

Chamoun still trying to form significant party, and feels lis
group sust He represented iz cabinet,

D,

2. Christian partisan leader Gemanyel, whose groupy has beep
leading strike in Beirut, appears wore moderately inclised,
Shihab hopes that both sides will exhaust thewselves socoun, sut ap-
Pears to be losing presiige because of his failure to exert

leadership,
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IX. 1In Jordan begimning of British troop evacuation raises question of
what say follow,
A. Husayn has agreed to postpone his vacation in Europes until
after 1520 November bhut this im still a bad time for Xiag
to be cut country.
B. Rifai cabinet, and the wonarchy as a whole, have not gainext in
prestige or popmiarity,
1, Return of British troops last August wmay have warked final
bresk betwaen King and his people.
2. 1Isdicator of gemersl state of mind, (kewever, was incidbnt
in parliament last week vhen members aistakenly though'
they had been givea free haud to attack Rifsi cabinet.
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Btormy debate snsued, in which British "eceupation” de--

neunc‘d./

3. Flnndpntias ¥ree Jordan radie sontinuing

its attacks, including assaults or President Eimenhowey
snd on Point Four program,

C. HNomarchy may be lspt afloat for tiwe being by DAR's fear that
Israelis would take ailitary acotion in event Husayn overthrewmn
suddenly,

1. Presence of UN representatives in Awsan may also be
deterent factor,
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D. Best tsctic for UAR-supported mationalists would appear to He
to meintain pressure on King to remove Rifai cabinat in faror
of weaker govermment which pro-Nasir elewments could infiltmite
without giving esuse for Israsli or Western a—ﬁ%ﬁ

E. Nowever, Kationalists and Nasir not always ratiomal, and

il trouble possible at asy time after British dapart,

I¥. In Twaisin sharp attack ou UAR role ian Arsb League by Bourguiba's
represontative at Council session last Saturday may lead to ~iy
rupture and perhaps to effort by Nasir to oust Bourguiba,

4. Outburst culmination of Bourguiba's leng developing antaganisw
towsrd Nasir, especially for harboring asd supporting
Bourguiba's exiled political rival, Salah ben Youssef.

1. Last summer Bourguiba claimed possessior of evidence tikt
Cairo had underwritien a ben Youssef Plot to agmassinaie
hiwm,

3.' Late last month Bourguida recalled his ambassador from
Cairo as gestuwrs of displeasure over ben Youssef's eom-
tinued presence there,

3. By last week Tunisian premident's attitade toward CGAR
being deseribed as “"chsession™ by many loyal--bat thought-
ful and councerned--Tunisiaas.

B. MNoroccan and Iragi delegates at Cowneil quickly dissociated
their goveramsais frow Tunistan statement. This appears to
leave Tunisia isolated from its Arab neighbors at least for

present,
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1. These gouatries--vhich might possibly bave joined with
Funisis in & Lesgue hloc imdependent of UAR influence- -
now clearly unwillisg to take any stand which might
satagenise Cairo. _

3. Tunisis's ability te act independently of wishes of
Algeriss "previsionsl government”" now wore narrowly
t%rsmﬂkod: than ever,

C. Cairo radio Las already attagked Bourguiba, dbranding hiw
shoice of "imperialists™ to check Nasir aad drawing cow-
parison with Nuri Said,

P, Bourguiba's actien certaia to be exploited by hostile ele-
wents at howe i:o president ‘s disadvaatage.

.
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Iv.
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In Iraq, the regiwe, though amserting its independence of Nasir,
is following in Masir's footseps by ectablishing economic and
wilitary arraagements with the USSR,
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B. This past weekend Iraq concluded an agrsewent re-establishing
trado relations with the USSR. These were cut off in 19535,

1. This agreemsent has no aid provisions that we know of; however

it doss provide for a Soviet trade wmission in Baghdad,

C. Prime Hinister Qasim's struggle with his former deputy, Arif,
ssems onded for the present since Arif has finally left for
his post as ambassador to West Germsay,

1., Despite the show of unity at the airport, where Arif was
seon off by Qusim and other officials, the affair leaves
sears, and sowe pro-Arif officers way still be in Jxil,

Approved For Release 2004/03§IZ : CIA-RDP79R00890A001000060007-3




Approved For Release 2004/03/17 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001000060007-3

Approved For Release 2004/03/17 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001000060007-3



